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Message from your Chairman 

Another year has slipped quietly away and the 
media still talks of Brexit all the time. The whole 
situation makes it more difficult to give our 
students a mature view of international affairs. 

Public services seem to be regarded as an 
embarrassment and a burden on the tax payer. 
People are encouraged to volunteer for work that 
needs skill and experience without direction and, 
more importantly, without payment. 

As a union we must recruit more members and we 
ought to give our assistance to recruiting 
campaigns. The stronger we are the more 
successful we shall be in resisting such insidious 
policies. 

The other burning issue of the day seems to be 
our pensions. The old AUT members are already 
in dispute.  It would seem that the whole 
commendable idea of saving for retirement is in 
doubt and many of our fellow trade unionists are 
realising this. Our hope must be the survival of a 
good liberal, universal education system. 

I recently attended an excellent series of U3A 
lectures which were given by a highly competent 
individual.  If we only have teaching aids to rely on 
without any human input we will not have real 
education.  Policy makers please take note. 

Last, but not least, we would like to welcome you 
to our next meeting, followed by an informal 
lunch gathering at the Côte Brasserie, Bridge 
Street, Cambridge, hence the earlier start time 
of our branch meeting.  Full details are to be 
found at the end of this Newsletter. Partners, 
friends and drivers are also invited to attend the 
lunch. 

Robin King 

Notes from your Secretary  

When this branch was formed the intention was to 
have both business and social activities and we 
did have walks, theatre trips and visits to some of 
the attractions that Cambridge has to offer. 
However, with the merger that created UCU, 
there came a long battle to keep retired members’ 
branches in existence and, as much time and 
energy was put into this, the social side fell by the 
wayside. The last branch meeting decided that an 
attempt should be made to start up social 
activities again and to this end we are holding a   
lunch for members, partners, friends and drivers 
following the February meeting. To allow this the 
branch meeting will start at 12.45 pm and last 
for no more than an hour to enable us to make 
the short walk to the restaurant on Bridge Street. 
All the work in arranging this has been done by 
our Chair.  Advance booking is not required and it 
will not be an extension of the business meeting 
but an opportunity to chat about our other 
interests. As mentioned above, further details will 
be given at the end of this newsletter. 
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The shorter meeting means that there will be no 
visiting speaker but an important item will be the 
consideration of a motion for Congress.  Recently 
we have concentrated on social care and 
attempted to get UCU to engage with other unions 
and campaigns for improvements in this area but 
with little success.  As always, if you have an issue 
which you would like brought to Congress but are 
unable to come to the meeting then just let me 
know and I will ensure that it is considered. 

Since becoming secretary I hope that, working 
with Robin we have brought the branch back to a 
better organised state and since I have some 
personal concerns at home this seems a good 
moment to stand back and allow someone else 
with energy and fresh ideas to take the branch 
forward. Therefore, I would like to use these last 
notes to thank everyone for the support I have 
received.  Active members have been unwavering 
in their backing but so have members I have never 
met or have only been in touch with via email.  
Such contacts, however brief, are so encouraging 
in running a branch like this. We are also fortunate 
in having a Regional Official, Lydia Richards, who 
despite having a mountain of work to do looking 
after employed members has still found time to 
take an interest in us. When head office withdrew 
support for us in contacting members she offered 
support from the regional office. Finally, the 
Regional Committee has always made us 
welcome and members of that committee have, 
unhesitatingly, found the time to come and get our 
programme of visiting speakers up and running. 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to act as 
secretary and I hope to continue as an active 
member of the branch. 

Lloyd Wilson 

Consultation - a message from the UCU 
national head of democratic services 

Motion 73 passed at Congress 2017 instructed the 
national executive committee (NEC) to carry out a 
review of the arrangements for the organisation, 
rights and support of the union’s retired members 
and to bring any proposals to Congress 2018. As 
part of this review, UCU is now undertaking a 
consultation in order to seek the views of its 
retired members: https://yoursay.ucu.org.uk/s3/
Consultation-of-retired-members 

Please submit responses to the consultation using 
the above link by Friday 2 March 2018. Thank 
you. 

Paul Cottrell  

The fight for public education 

Diane Abbott MP is to be the keynote speaker at 
the UCU Cradle to Grave conference on the 
future of the profession on Saturday,10 February 
in central London. Unfortunately, conference 
places are now fully booked, however, I hope to 
be able to report on this event in the next 
newsletter. 

Valerie Schicker 

Let’s celebrate and apply the lessons from our 
history - an article from Perspective, the 
newsletter of the SERTUC Public Services 
Committee, Issue 4, December 2017. 

The 6 February 2018, marks the centenary of the 
1918 Representation of the People Act which 
gave the vote to some women for the first time 
and the 1928 Equal Franchise Act which gave the 
vote to all women over the age of 21. 

The East London Federation of Suffragettes led 
by Sylvia Pankhurst was based in Bow with 
branches all over the East End. They grounded 
their campaign in the everyday reality of working 
women’s lives and saw the vote as just one 
aspect of the struggle for equality. Amongst other 
things, they fought for a living wage, decent 
housing, equal pay, food price controls. When the 
First World War broke out the ELFS led 
community action to support those most affected 
by unemployment and spiralling food prices. They 
organised a children’s health clinic, a nursery 
school, a co-operative toy factory, and a series of 
canteens serving nutritious food at ‘cost price’. 

Sylvia Pankhurst was the daughter of Emmeline 
Pankhurst, founder of the Women’s Social and 
Political Union (WSPU), the movement known as 
the Suffragettes which campaigned to get women 
the vote. Sylvia was a gifted artist and created 
some remarkable designs for the Suffragette 
movement. However she abandoned her artistic 
career after discovering the appalling conditions 
suffered by East End women and committed 
herself to creating a strong suffrage movement 
with ordinary working women. 

Unlike the WSPU the ELFS continued to 
campaign throughout World War I. In February 
1918 the Representation of the People Act was 
passed enabling all men and some women to 
vote. 

In November 1918 the Parliament (Qualification 
of Women) Act allowed women to stand for 
election to the House of Commons and the 
General Election of December 1918 saw all men 
and some women voting for the first time. It was 
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not until 1928 that the Equal Franchise Act gave 
all women over 21 the right to vote on the same 
terms as men. 

See the final full version of AGE’s Human 
Rights Self-advocacy Handbook which is now 
published 

Seizing the momentum of the Human Rights 
International Day on 10th December last year,  
AGE has launched the full version of its self-
advocacy handbook, our online toolkit that aims 
to empower older people to take action to 
protect their human rights in their daily lives.   

This handbook, which includes three separate 
sections about the United Nations, the Council of 
Europe and the European Union, explains 
concrete ways in which we can uphold our 
rights in older age and drive positive change at 
grassroots level. 

The last chapter of the handbook focuses on EU 
mechanisms that help support the rights of older 
people within the Union and in relations with third 
countries. 

As Commissioner Jourova stated in her foreword:  

“This publication shows how relevant the 
European Union is for the daily lives of our older 
citizens and how EU law and instruments help to 
promote the rights of older persons at all levels of 
governance, even beyond our borders. It can be 
used as a manual by readers who simply want to 
get a better understanding of their rights. It can 
also be a very practical tool for people who are 
active in the safeguarding and promotion of older 
people's rights or who want to become more 
involved in it”. 

http://www.age-platform.eu/publications/older-
persons-self-advocacy-handbook-human-rights 
  

Information available from Age UK 

Age UK have produced four leaflets that you may find helpful. 

These are entitled: 
- Help with legal advice 
- Powers of attorney 
- Wills and estate planning 
- How to be an executor 

and can be obtained by contacting Age UK on 
0800 169 65 65  (8am to 7pm) or 
www.ageuk.org.uk 

Other useful websites for retired members: 

68 is too late 
www.68istoolate.org.uk 

The National Pensioners Convention 
npcuk.org 

Please find a link to the January 2018 issue of the 
NPC's Campaign Bulletin http://npcuk.org/wp-
c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 8 / 0 1 / C a m p a i g n -
Bulletin-127.pdf. There is also a print friendly 
version which reduces the amount of ink needed 
when the document is printed out. This can be 
found here http://npcuk.org/wp-content/uploads/
2018/01/Campaign-Bulletin-127-bw.pdf.  

UCU National Website 
ucu.org.uk 

On line campaigning 
38degrees.org.uk 
change.org. 

DAYS OUT FOR RETIRED MEMBERS 

As the February half-term is not far away and one 
might be looking to visit somewhere with both indoor 
and outdoor facilities, especially if accompanied by 
children, I would once again recommend getting up 
close and personal with "Butterf l ies in the 
Glasshouse", on until March 4th at RHS Wisley: 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/whats-on-at-rhs-
gardens/whats-on-at-rhs-garden-wisley/butterflies-in-
the-glasshouse 
 

You may also be interested in this article from 
McCarthy and Stones’s magazine: 

https://www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk/life-and-living/
explore/lifestyle/discover-the-butterflies-in-the-
glasshouse/ 

Valerie Schicker 
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Advance Notice of Pensioners’ Network Annual 
Seminar, April 9th, 2018

The Seminar outlined below is not exclusive to 
Pensioners’ or union members, but across board 
people who have an interest in the theme and 
wish to attend a FREE event sharing experiences 
and ideas going forward.

NEWSLETTER 

Just a reminder that if you have something that you 
would like to share with members of the Branch, could 
you please email it to valerie.schicker@gmail.com as a 
word attachment ca. six weeks before our next 
meeting. For example, you might like to include an 
article you have written or a special trip you have been 
on.  Whatever it is, we would love to hear from you. 

N.B.  If you received this newsletter by post and have an 
email address please could you send this to Lloyd 
Wilson (see below) with your membership number on the 
envelope, or with your name and address. This will 
reduce the cost of postage and the administration of 
sending paper copies via the post - more important than 
ever now.  Thank you! 

DISCLAIMER  

We are delighted to receive contributions to our 
newsletter from our members.  However, we are 
unable to vouch for the accuracy of any statements 
made and, in particular, it should be noted that any 
views expressed, political or otherwise, are entirely 
personal to the contributor and should not, in any 
way, be attributed to the University and College 
Union and the Eastern and Home Counties Retired 
Members' Branch. 

Details of the lunch gathering at the Côte Brasserie 
after the Branch Meeting on February 14th 

https://www.cote.co.uk/restaurant/details/
cambridge 

We hope to arrive at the restaurant at about 2 pm.  
It is only a few minutes walk from Michaelhouse 
and offers both a lunch menu and an à la carte 
menu. There are choices within the lunch menu 
and the cost is £11.50 for two courses or £13.50 
for three. You may have coffee only if you wish. 
A table has been arranged for 15 but more can be 
accommodated so there is no need to book. The 
event will last as long as we want it to.  

If you wish to attend the Eastern and Home 
Counties Retired Members’ Branch please 
contact Lloyd Wilson by: 

E-mail:            l.wilson853@btinternet.com 
Telephone:     01234-881274 

Address:      Four Oaks, Stagsden Road,  
  Turvey, MK43 8BU 

     Branch Officers: 

      Chair:  Robin King    rubecularex@yahoo.co.uk 

      Vice-Chair: John Rose  john.rose@talktalk.com 

      Treasurer:   Roy Batt     royalvet1@yahoo.co.uk 

      Minutes Sec:  John Eccleston  
          samuel.eccleston@btinternet.com 

      Secretary:       Lloyd Wilson (as above) 

      Newsletter:     Valerie Schicker 
 valerie.schicker@gmail.com 
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